Sintering 2011 brought together more than 260 participants from 27 countries, fostering a high level of scientific interaction and creating an atmosphere of broad international collaboration. The meeting included participants from North and Central America, Europe (both Eastern and Western), Asia, Australia and Africa.
The conference demonstrated the advances that have been made in the areas of the multi-scale modeling of densification and in microstructure development and promoted a better understanding of the processing of complex systems (multi-layered, composite and reactive systems). Concerning sintering technology, innovative approaches, such as field-assisted sintering attracted the attention of the materials processing community. Other timely topics included the sintering and microstructural development of nanostructured materials, and the sintering of bio-and energy applications-related materials.
This collection of articles published by the Journal of Materials Science covers the rich diversity of the sintering science and technology topics presented at the conference. Both the conference participants and organizers had to meet numerous deadlines to enable the timely publication of this special issue of the Journal of Materials Science.
We hope that this collection of articles will be an important contribution to the literature, and we are looking forward to seeing you at future Sintering conferences.
